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While Scott's (1932) understated suggestion
the markings isolated from similar
some the most ardent supporters of the human orlgln have
ambivalence as to the nature of certain markings. Even Meston (1932) stated
"occasionally the artist has made use of natural uneveness in rock to make his
design stand out more but cracks in the rock have not been used." a
lar concession is that many of the carvings could natural that
been "touched up" by artists. Recent have also used a bold
drawing of the Mersey (Sims 1977, Volger 1972, Plomley 1977) which
tends to simplify and actually the of this extremely complex feature. At
any rate, an examination of the total range markings easily demonstrates Scott's
there are numerous "birds heads", "emus", "seals", and "abalones" but none
is right. TIley have enclosed areas, extra lines or are connected to a
series nondescript markings of the same character.
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in complexity those Bluff occur on granite outcrops
northeastern Tasmania (fig.6). have several important
the Mersey Bluff Most of the are
some have deep narrow grooves others are and shallow. Also like those of
Mersey Bluff, many of the markings terminate by becoming increasingly shallower and
broader (fig.S). occur in granite boulders in
continuous varying boldness. origin can be determined by
examining covered with vegetation. Lying similar grooves are
numerous examples roots and rootlets. are almost responsible
for the markings. In one case and root
was completely exposed the root
grooves could be Professor University Tasmania, (personal
communication) that the may be responsible for the grooves
with trees such as myrtle following old made by that species. Whatever the
roots and rhizomes are known to follow cracks of better water supply
to obtain mineral nutrients and may well alter the chemical conditions in the
rhizosphere by increasing acidity and thus slightly accelerate decomposition.
Many of grooves in the rocks at Mersey Bluff are similar in cross-section
shape and mentioned features that the markings are
caused by of tree roots that have eroded by chemical and
physical means segments of curviplanar, radial and concentric oints in the dolerite.
As with the granite, decomposition of the feldspar fraction of the dolerite (which
constitutes 40-50%) of the rock would to local Because the feldspars
are , and occur in clusters or clots to the localised
on rock
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FIG.3.- Sketch of markings on granite in the
Blue Tier near Lottah, North Tasmania.
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